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Overview

The Visiting Academic visa (subclass 419) provides for a temporary stay for academics to visit Australia to observe or participate (without remuneration other than for living expenses and travel costs) in research projects at the invitation of an Australian tertiary institution or research organisation.

The Visiting Academic visa is not intended for academics receiving remuneration (for example, a fellowship, salary, stipend, grant, scholarship, award or allowance (other than towards living expenses)) from the inviting institution. Such persons should, as appropriate to their circumstances, be assessed against visa 418 Education or Student (Temporary) visa. 

Overseas tertiary graduates essentially seeking work experience opportunities in an Australian tertiary or research institution may be assessed against visa 442 Occupational Trainee. 

Stay period

You can stay in Australia for a maximum of 12 months or for the period of stay covered in the invitation, whichever is the earlier date.

Work rights

Condition 8107 and 8103 work limitation is attached. This means that you must not:

· cease to undertake the activity in relation to which the visa was granted; or 

· engage in an activity inconsistent with the activity in relation to which the visa was granted; or 

· engage in work for another person or on your own account inconsistent with the activity in relation to which the visa was granted, and 

· receive a salary without permission from the department. 

Letter of invitation

You will need to provide a letter of invitation from the Australian tertiary institution or research institution. The letter of invitation should indicate: 

· the period for which the invitation is extended, 

· details of the applicant's proposed activities in Australia, and 

· the nature and amount of any proposed payments by the institution to the applicant, if any. 

You will also need to provide a statement from your home institution which confirms the invitation to visit an Australian institution and that your leave from your usual academic appointment will be granted.

Applying by mail or in person

Follow these steps to apply for a Visiting Academic visa.

	Step
	Action

	1
	Complete form 147.
See: Form 147, Application for a temporary residence visa (non-business)

	2
	Prepare the documentation required for your application. 

	3
	Prior to lodging your application, inquire at your nearest Australian overseas mission (if overseas) or regional departmental office (if in Australia) whether health and character checking will be required.

	4
	Submit the application form, documents required and application charge. If you are applying: 

· In Australia, this can be done at your nearest departmental office by mail or in person 
See: Office and Contact Details in Australia 

· Outside Australia, for information about your local Australian mission 
See: Office and Contact Details Outside Australia 

	5
	If you submit your application by mail, you should also include a pre-paid, self-addressed envelope or courier pack for us to return your passport by registered mail. 


Background information

Note: To read some of these documents you will need the Adobe Reader on your computer.
See: Using PDF Files
Working in Australia - frequently asked questions
Form 986i, Temporary residence in Australia non-business – general guide
Form 147, Application for a temporary residence visa (non-business)
Form 1163i, Health requirements for temporary entry to Australia
Charges (Fees) 

Further information

Please be aware that temporary residents are required to pay taxes on income earned in Australia. (However, this will be not be applicable to our visitors due to A$ 5000 tax free threshold for income tax unless they get the reimbursement of travel expenses over $5000.) 

They do not have access to social welfare benefits or the national public health cover.
